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Summary of Seminars Available for 2026

This document contains abstracts of the talks that are currently available on hand. All the
lectures focus on communicating scientific findings to the general audience, be those
professionals from the pet care industry (dog trainers, veterinarians, etc.) or the lay audience.
These abstracts are intended for promotional purposes, and therefore use a popular science
writing style. Scientific abstracts are available upon request. All lectures are available as both
live and online seminars. Each lecture is designed as two sections of 45 minutes with a break
in between them, and time for questions. The lectures are independent from each other and
can be purchased separately or as a lecture series bundle. When purchasing several lectures
as a seminar series, it is possible to also purchase a hands-on practical experience workshop,
for both online and live seminars. Once you choose which format your organization prefers,
we will work together to tailor the duration and content to your specific audience. In case you
are interested in a specific part of my research or previous projects, additional information is
available on my website: shanydror.com. Please note that recording the lectures is strictly
prohibited, unless specified otherwise.

Social media promotion materials:

At the end of this document, you will find a short biography intended for promotion purposes.
Additional IG promotion materials such as reels, live streams and pictures, are available upon
request.
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Abstract 1:
Looking Outside of the Skinner Box

Behaviorism is a psychological approach to studying behavior. It examines how one’s behavior
is influenced by the environment, as a result of learning to associate between different
stimuli. Behaviorism has revolutionized the field of dog training and led to the development
of multiple behavior modification protocols. However, dog trainers occasionally encounter
scenarios in which a dog’s behavior cannot be explained by means of associative learning. In
this talk we will review scientific reports of occasions in which animal training procedures fall
apart. By doing so, we will develop a better understanding of dogs and what makes them so
unique.

Abstract 2:
Opening the Black Box

Over the last few decades scientists’ views on animal behavior have been revolutionized, and
in the last 20 years, dogs have earned a very special status in this revolution. The recently
emerging research field of cognitive ethology enables us to open the black box and ask what
is going on in an animal’s mind. In this talk we will learn how to utilize this new scientific way
of thinking in order to understand the thoughts that lead dogs to behave as they do.

Abstract 3:
Why do We Love Dogs?
(and do they love us back)

Wherever man has gone, dogs have followed. This relationship is as ancient as it is peculiar.
How can it be that we consider dogs our friends, while we often see their ancestors, wolves,
as our rivals? What is it that draws dogs and humans together? Over the last 20 years, new
findings have revolutionized the way scientists see dogs. In this talk we will discover the
scientific basis of this mysterious friendship. Through a better understanding of our
relationship with dogs, we will not only gain a better understanding of our closest friends, but
also see ourselves in a different light.
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Abstract 4:
Dogs, Humans, & the Language that Stands Between them

How often have you looked at your dog and wished they would tell you what’s on their mind?
How often did you wish you could explain something to your dog in their language? From the
ancient legend of King Solomon to the modern tales of Dr. Doolittle, humans have fantasized
of speaking with animals. But do animals at all have language? How much of human’s
language can man’s best friend understand? And what about our closest relatives, the apes?
In this seminar we will explore the first studies conducted on “linguistic animals” such as
chimpanzees, dolphins and parrots; to see to which extent some animals can use human
language. We will then take a closer look at family dogs, to explore the similarities and
differences in the ways we communicate. By doing so, we will develop a better understanding
of dogs and what makes them so unique.

About the speaker:

Dr. Shany Dror is an animal cognition and behavior researcher at the Clever Dog Lab, the
Veterinary University of Vienna. Her studies focus on understanding dogs’ social cognitive
skills, and specifically the ways in which dogs process language. In her talks, Shany draws from
the latest scientific findings in the field of canine science, and combines those with her applied
experience in working with a variety of different animal species, from honeybees to
elephants, pigs to horses, and of course- dogs.

Shany’s research , publicly known as the Genius Dog Challenge, has received massive media
coverage, including articles in ABC News, The Guardian, Fox News, The Times, NBC News, Sky
News, New York Times, CNN and many others. Shany shares her passion for dog science by
communicating the latest scientific findings on the Genius Dog Challenge Facebook and
Instagram accounts, by live broadcasting parts of her experiments on YouTube, and through

her blog.
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